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Introduc=-ion

f

sarly in 1897 tine London = Nortk “jestern Railway Compsny placsd an order
with %William Denny of Iumbarton for a quartetie of identical Cross-Channel
xoress cassanger steamers. The first, tne '"Cambria', was complcted in
Decembzr 1497, followed by the "Hivernia' in February 1300, the "4n:liia' in
tlay 1200, and finally the 'Secotis' in April 1902, They =a2¢h had 2 tonnage of

1842 tons and a speed of 21 knote.

requisi-ioned by the Admirzlty, and convertzd into =rmed Dozxrding Ships. Sach
shiv was fitted with thr:e & pouncer Eoichiiss guns (two placed forward, and

one aft). The cargo holds wers adazizd ¢ increase the coal bunkzrsge from

80 to 500 tons, and all the vessels were rzzainteé in war-grey. This work

was carriedout b the ..arins Tevartment Jorkshops in holyhecd, and was completed
in ten days.

Frovisicns for two months were st red aboard, anuy the shizs" crows were
doubled in number. The ovzrall comnand of zach ves el was given to a retired
Hoyal saval Captein, who also had & smpall staff of neval gumners and siznzal-
men. The peace=time iaster was responsitle Tfor the navigetion znd internal
organisation of the ship.

Hoila8s 'anglia' and H.MM.S. '"Cambria'’ joined the Grand Fleet at Scapa
Flow in Scotland. 7To avold confusion with an existing warship, the '"Hibearmia'
was renamed Z.[.5. "Tara' end was detailed for patrol duty in the nortnern
channel of the Irish Sea, while E....S. 'Scotia' patrolled the s uthsrn chennel.
And so, the four 'Eingdom' chips of the L & N.W. Réilway fleet went to war.

In April 1915, the 'Anglia' was converted into a hospital ship, and in
the Yuly the '"Cambria' was similarly converted, both for service between
Englandi and France. Aleso in July 1915, the 'Scotia' was trensfarred for
service in the Bestern Hediterranean, followed by the '"Tara' in the Oectober.

The newly refitted and painted 'Tara' arrived in #lexandria in Cectober .
Herz agnother officer joined the ship, an interpretesr called Easile Lambrinidis,
who became known as Basil. He was a Syrian-Greek by birth, end spoke many
of the loczl languages. A ship's moscot was also dguired; a little fox—terrier
wag fished out of the harbour and christened '"Paidy' by the crew. The ship's
crew now numbared 10L.

Eer first patrol lasted eight days. Eer orders kept her well elear of
the cozst to the west of Alexandris for most of the time, but che had to make
a dally czll at the Port of Sollum. Eers was & sm2ll British-held gerrison,
on the frontier between tgvpt end Libky=. I was over-lookad by e Libyan

Eeightes, where thousands of Sanoussi Arzt trivesmen, trained and led by




‘Partkish of ficers, were czmned. They were well armed and poised resd for an
asteck on =ollum, and the Brizish troops cculd have reqﬁreﬁ evacu=tiion at
any day.

‘fwelve riles along the coast, norin of Sollum, wos the Turkish-hzld port
of Bardia (also known as Port Sulieman). Zers was a lesnd-s=nclosed bay with
a narroy enirance, whers, ununown ito the Zritish, German U-boats regulzrly
ce-led with arms and supwplizs, ané scemetines with German agents.

For har second patrol, the "Tara' wes detailed to relisvs E.l.S. 'lanka',
who was covering tiie approacnes to the Gull of Sollum, to prevent surface
crzft delivering supplies to the Turks. She left Alexandria on 3rd November
1815,

n the morning of 5th Hovember 1915 zhe wes approacning Scllum for her
dzily check on the garrison. She was unawar: that the German submarine, U-35,
commended by Kapt. Lt. Hophamel, had veen lying in waditi for her for four
hours. At 10.10 a.m. the mast-head lock-oui, /. E. Parry, shouted a warning
but it was too lzte and th=s "Tara' was already coomed. The torpedo struck
her starboard side, and she began to sstilz. 'hile three undamaged .ife-
boats were being lowered, the U-35 surfaced about 500 yards away. The 'Tara'
opened fire, foreing her to dive for safety. But within eight minutes of
being struck, the ship sank, and twelvs of the crew were lost.

The lifeboats picked up the men from the water, along with the bedy of
Walter Jackson, Chisf Cock. Then the 92 =zurvivors began to row towardis Sollum,
and safety, some B miles distant. Howsver, the U-Boat surfaced azbout 2 miles
away, and with her guns trained on them, she approached and ordered them to
pull alongside. The U=35, with the boats in tow, then proceedsd to Bardia,
where the Commander honded over his oriscners to the Turkish Commender-in-
Chief of the Sencussi Army.

In the evening of their first day in captivity the crew buried the
body of their shipmate on the deserted beach at Bardia. For the next two
days they wers made to march inland to the swmmit of a plateau sbout 600
feet high, eveniually arriving at the ruins of an azncient Roman Setilement.
The ship had sunk so guickly thzt the crew had beon unable to gather any
belongings, &nd many had to walk barefoot or with little or me clothing.
#illiam Thomas, an elderly Guartermasfer, had a badly fractursd leg, and
had to be carried on a make-snift sirdder.

This campsite was named 'Caves' after th: numerous large holes in the
rock fecz, in vhich they hed to sleevp at night. Jome provisions arrived by

cemel, znd most of thc prisoners wers issued with Arab clothing and blankeis,

(ii)




glong with 2 s=mall glass tumbler, = metal spoon and basin, and a few pots
and pans for cocking. Th2 daily food rations wers 1hoz. rice, Foz. t=a,
+07z, sugar and one biscuit. Vater was limited and only used for drinking
and cooking.

By the eighth day of caniiviiy V. Thomas' condition had detsriorsted
so mach that a2 Turkish doctor, assisted by Doctor Arthur, the Tara's surzeon,
amoutated the leg. o sursical instrumentis were awvailzble, =o the opsration
was performad using a pair of scissors anc without ansastaetic., Unforiunztely
Thomas died of shock & few hours later enu was buried the following day,.

After a week at the 'Caves' the prizoners were ordered to mwarch agsin,
This time their destination was the zneient Romen well site =2t 3ir Hakkim
Abbyatt, in the Libyan Desert. This trck toock eleven days and coversd asoroX—
imately 170 miles, with 1littls food or waier. En route, thay were joined by
four wvrisoners from the Indian Lorse Yransport Ship "Moorina", zlso sunk by
the U-35. On on= occzsion during this march the prisonzrs were treated with
extreme cruelty. After Thomes Cwen, a firemsn, had escaned, they were force-
marched for over forty miles in two days, with no food nd oniy a small
allowance of water. Those whno fell were urzed on with kielts and blows from
rifle-butts. COwen was subsecusntly reecapiured and rsturned toc the rest of
the ecrew six weeks later.

They arrived at Bir Hakkim, known irabie as hite Deetor, on 26th
Novemper 1915. This desolates and unchartsd watering-plsce in the vast
expanse of desert had 2 wells, on: of them dry, ané a small block=house
for stores. In charge of the wells was zn o0ld mullah, who was nicknzamed
'Holy Joe'. This was their prison ecamp “or the next four mrnths,

The camp was ill-sculwed, having only cons tattered tent which shelt-
ered about a dozen men, vhile 'he rest of the prisoners slept out in the
open. The roiny season had be:sun, and for shalier at night the Senoussl
guards forczd 78 men into thz empty well. This was & sm=1l holz hewn out
of th:z limestone ground, lsrge enouzh for & man to enter, opsning into a
cavern about 10 fest deep and 1u feet in diameter. Jith hardly any room
to mova, the air soon became foul, and some ol the men became d:zlirious
whilst cthers suffered from déyszniry. They named the well 'The Black
Hole'. They had to endure this for four nisghis unitil more tents arrived
at the czmp.

With teonts for sheiier, the craw orxsnised into messes. Thisz kezt
morsle &nd diseipline at a reason-ol - 13vz1, and 2lsc hel-ad wita food

coopiors =21 them to work repairing

gissributicn. During th: day thei
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day's mooch avay. i

Thair nep;r: food supply +as vasicoll;” »iecez, barley=flour, ~nd on
occasional meat rition, with a 1ittle fes £ sugar at first. This was
gunelamen oo by spails andé horcs whicn the eruvw seowangsc fron the degert.
Deeita constent promises that srowver suz:li=zs would be arriviag, iha
naver Tneitaerislissd becruse of blockade of the Turkizsk-n=ld

wrte in korth ifriea oy the #ing from dyscntry znd lack

of food ¢nd medicinse, tneir chyzicel condiiion deteriorst:d ropidly. This
penesd the dzath of four of iheir shiometre, vho ware buriad.on the perimiter
of the eccmp. They ters Georz: 1. Gox, Artificer, died Gih Jauuwary 12762

John Heod:zon, Seaman, disc 10th Jomuoxry; Z.J.3. "illiems, Chief _mngineer,

and Cwen H,

1218,

O @get

29th Januarr:
by February
and in desp

comanéar,

eration

Zritizh forces at Sollum. Tiwo

about 50 miles of che desert.

before being rezturned to Bar Hakkim on 25th Pebruary.

at cemp he was seversly Bzat=sn
Cn 15th Haren, with only

given for !r L. Tudgeon, Chief

oléiers and &

by two Senocussi

Gweider. Hers, they were used

Italian forces at Port Tobruk.

food suvplizs to
2lp,

ssczped during the niz

berts, Pirwman, died 19th ;ebrue_;i

the camp had vrazct

Captain R. Gwetkin villianms, "Tera's" R.L.

vt of 20tk February to try and resch the

days later he vas rocapiursd after covering
ay

He was taken to tne Tur.dish =... at Gwelder

On his arrival back
and imorisonsd in a shees pen.
faw qays' food rations left, orders vers
Officar,

to

and Basil, the Intercrstsr, escorted

guida, proceed to the Turiish H.2. at

to negotiate for food sunplisd from the

But, uninown to them, their shimmztes,

winom they had left behind as vriscners at Jir Hakkim had been dramsticelly

rescued and set free on 17th iHarch by the

armoursd cars.

The documents included in this catzlogue

enc Duke of “Jestminister and his

belonged +to Alfrad Dutton

the paymaster zboard the ill-fated ship andecover the period - hen the

events described happenedi

Mra Mildred J. Burks,

They were deposited with the Archives by

of Holyhead, the dazughtzr of Alfred Dutton.
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1 1915

2 1215
3 1915
L 1916
5 1916
6 1216
7 1916
8 1916
g 1916
10 1916
11 1916
12 13186

Jala

“ebe

2

FHereh 26

Farch

arch

April

April

vay 1

22

23

21

24

25

LETLR from J. Ballis at K. .R., Harine
Dept., “olyaead to A. Duitton Jaboard the
Para?/. Hozes that Tution hes not forgotten
the psgrmol. since the westner is inclement
at this time of vear.

CO-Y Lelioi from V. Thomas, farine Dett.,
Holyhead, to Lt. . B, Tanner, I.i.5. Tara.
vays that he has cashec the bank draft for
£200and honded the nonzy to a Jir Roberts.
Ha is gled to hear thet [ Duitton is Troving
& o= r-1r-'l_ gaymestor. =

LE"TER from G. 2. 0. Shew, farins Lent.,
Holyh=ad to i. Dutton /aboard the Tara/.
dtates that he has not raceived paysheets
'from your vessel' /itre Tara?/.for March
and would like to hove them as soon as
possible, Comments on the mess left by
Dutton's predecessor and hopes evervthing
from now on will Tun smoothly.

RECEIPTS signed by A. Dutton that he has
received LE20 /Ezyoptian pounds/ from the
Accountont Officer of H.ll.5. Hannibal.

RECEIF. signed by A. Tutton stating that he
has received £u1TG_LAryut1ﬂn pounds/ from
the Accountant Cfficer of E.:,5. Hannibal,.

LIST of advancs vayments made to fourteen
==
survivors of H.XM.5. Tara.

LIST of men who served on the Tara. Written
on thz bottom '"per Dunluce Castle'

LIST of officers and crew of late H.i:.5. Tars
leaving Alexandria for England.

DUFLICATE F R re requigition for menay
from the Accountant Officer H.lluS. Vivid
to make an advance to the erew of H.M.5. Tara.

COFY LETTSR from Calthrop at the Grand Hotel,
Torauay to Orr at L.H./.R. Holyhead. Asks
that the congratulations of himself and the
Directors of the L.ﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂi? be conveyed to
the officers and men of the Tara.

LIST of amount 0” salarieg dus to certein
crz2y members of E..B. Tara and unpoid
before ané alter her 1043.

1E TR from the Secretery of the Admirslty
to Lt. Edward B. Tanner, Harine Dept.,
L.I.V.Rs “olyhiead concerning the aprtlication
for vrowosing C.'/. Birkby to the rank of

larzent Telegrnuhist.



12 continued Attached:

CO=Y L. .“E (30 Cetober 1915) from the
ec:ﬂtarias of the Admiraliy to the
Copreniin, OfJiger of L.X.5. Tara.

Stetes et the Admiralty ars unablzs to
a:mrove tha sromotion of Ce2eil U, Zirkby.

T3 1316 vy 2 CC-Y LoUT.l. from A. Iutton, Assiziant Fay-

mester, ledz Hollois Tara at Holvhead to
the accountant Jificer, E.i..5. Vietory,

Fortomousn, remesting the amounts advanead
to rotinzz of the '"Tara'! who landad as
couthrmpton en April 12 1215,

14 13186 fHay/ (3 LIST ol =men from the Zlars ith particulars
of eosh advoneed to them at Portsiouth.

15 1916 ay b “ﬂ}T LET?-3 from A. Dutton, Assis snt Pay-
mester late L. ..5. Tara to the Eeg strar
GCea ﬂerql of Shipoing and éE°*en, Tower Hill,
London. Asks hat eartain copies of
Ligchar; for gseamen and firsmen of
late F.' b2 gont to him.

16 1216 ay 6 CO=Y L3 ._1 from A. Dutton, Ascistant Fay=-

master late E.M,8. Tera at Eolyheod to

thez Comrm rding Officer H.:-l.5. Penbroke,
Ch&ham. »>nclozes medic;l history sheset of
Lawid %Williams whom he stztes never servad
on board the _..-_rih

1T 1916 vay 6 CCZY 1LEI°CE from A. Dutton, Ascistant Pay-
master lste E.l.5. Tara to the Accountant
General of the Favy, London. Hefers to a
rsting funa—:_f who Dutton statss waes never
attached to the Tara.

18 1916 May 6 Eb Y L= TER from A. Dutton, Assistant Pay-
aster late F.ll.5. Tara to the Accountant

Ge:aral of the Havy, London. Encloses full
particulers of cost advanced to the officers
oi H.0.&. Tara as compensaiion for loss of
perscnal =ffzcts when the ship sunk. Says

. pat list of lost kit will be submitted

in due course.

»

19 iﬁg1§f LIST of all survivors of E.!l.S. Tara who
va2re eligble for compensation.

20 1916 Jay/ 8 C3IDL FCRM ordering Hugh Hughes, gremser,
icherd Lewis, fireman to aroceed from
Tictorr at Portz—outh to Zolyhead.

-y -
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21 1416 lilay/ ° LIST of ecagr advanczd io erow of Z.0°.8. Tara,
22 1316 ar 12 LIST of easn zuvencad to thz ersv of tha
lata Z.l..53, Zara Tor the day snont ot the
dewel Zarracis, Ievensort.
23 1916 soay 12 RLUTE 2SR 2 &' prderins Alfred Eurhas and
illiam Zleeir to oroceed from Z..0.8. Vietory
at Fortsoouih to Solylead for re—-ansogement.
Attached:
TTAVES LIG S0AEn S0 -of Alfred Sughos
end William Black,
2l 1916 vaay 17 LIST of ths survivors of '=
travzlling to London from =
tneyr were entirtoined to lunch oy the =
directors cof the L.E.".H. 8t thz Juston Foitzl/.

25 1918 June 8 !E0 from the Accountant Gerfral of the iavy
Jat Whitehall' to Asst. Paymestsr Dutton R.0.H.,
L “right

sarine Depot Lyi. .H.
a fireman aboard thz

was overn i to Yright vno says that he hod
deposited suffiecient funds on board the Tara

to cover the overpayment, out that this was
lost wnen the chip sank, The Admiralty would
like confirmation of this statzment

26 1916 Lay BILL to Lt. Z. 3. Tunner for £L re travelling
gxpanses of 10 Cificers from Keysham to
Holyhead on 22 Aoril 1316.

27 1916 June 1 [ELWGRAM from Eollznd at Eolyhead to Dutton
¢/o rs R. Oxlay, 203 Cwlsr Lene, Sheffield.
Rezads '"rocturn not later 10 a.m. tomorrow'.

28 1916 June 10 HECEIFT signed by Lisut. E. 2. Tenner that
£l has besn recsived from the Aceountant
General of the Navy ro fravalling e=zpenses
. for 10 officers from Keysham to Holyhead
on 22 April 1916.

29 1M6 June 12 RCUT= ORDER FORM ordering E. James, fire=
man, to proceed from Portsmouth to Holyhead
and ther:z to revort to the larine Super—
intendent of the L.H.7.R. =t the Harine Depot.

Attached:

of H. Jones
FORIT

0 ¢/1916%; LRAFDY LETYER from Lizut. 2. 3. Tenner to
The Lc»ﬂunv:uu General of thaz nEVH at
ing =llowancs,.

“hitehall rz trozical clotai

31 1916 /ounz 2Ly EILL for trovical eguipment allowznca for
verious offices of the late E.::.5., Tara.




ct

enclosszs razcaipt from each officer for the
210 21llowanca.

W 16 Saplt. 29 LT {»om the Accountant gensral of ~he
Favy to Ascistant Paymaster Dutton, ijarins
Depot., L.N. .R. Holyhead requesting that
Dutt n replies to a letter dated 8 June
elating to George A. “irizht, fir men,
late E.:i.S5. Tara.

for ths ¢fficers of E.E.B5. Tara., Uriter
Attached

£ COFY LETTER (8 June 1916) from the
Lecountant General of the lNavy ta Assislant
Payma=zter Dutton at Holyheed giving daizils
of YUrizht's ezse.

(i1) _ €C®Y L2PTR (not dated) from A. Dut on
at ':.1““#a§j to the Z_cuaunt_n, Gsneral of
the Havy/ stating that he has alresady reglied
to the qusrey some time ago and that he
confirms Wright's statement,

3L 19216 Dec. 28 ATEE from the Accountant General of the
Lavy 2t the Admiralty to Alfred Dutton,
Lrury House, YWestminister Road, Hoole,
Chester rasqussting whether a statemont
msde br Georg: A, 'fright, fireman, on the
§ iate '_ara', concerning an overpayment of
£13.15.0, made to him is corrsct.

(1) COFY STATWTNT (lay 16 1916 of G. A.
Wiright, 52 Hoover Rcad, Zuston House, London
nerz he states that he had enoush monsy to
cover the over-payment whils on the fara,
but withthe sinizing of the ship on Lovemeber

5 1915 everv'hing was lost.

(ii) ©C2Y LoTTIR from Alfrsd Dutton to the
iccﬂuntank'cnﬂaﬂa_ of the llavy stating tnat
'rirnt nad informad him of ihe overpayment
and: toet iﬂﬂ;_;ct;:tﬁ nad ween reoelivzd for
t to l2z03it zoney esach week fo ecover

32 n.d. COZY LITTLE to ihe Accguniant General of
tke lavy fron iTanne:L' LAeknowledsing
recelipt of cheque for £100 being th:z
trovical ecuiszment allowance for varicus
oificers of lat:z: E.k.S5. Tara. States also
that the warrant for C.". Zirkley was
anrlizd for in October and that "I.G.
canninge zesed as confidentisl secreiary.
to Cact. H. 3. Gwekin-J/illiams as well
ag asgiszisnt for A. Tutton the paymasier.
Submi-s thereforsz thet irkley and . anning

gnoculd raec-ive the 2l _owanca.

33 n.d. CORY LITTIE »e tropical cl:othing sl ouwsnes
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HMarch

Iarch
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Sl - Al from U
o /hthel/ Fug

heads: 'arri
AR Dawmrs i
TARY ;Bezyy | fr
oriscn.r in the DLibyen DTes
LoO0S3 fron 215red Tutiton

olwny =gyot to liis

Pache,
Ho_yhead

50 Forth=-y=-felin, Ho

¢/0 Gensral
g “ihel Fughes,
« 4Gays thet he

oy

is E“'*.: to k=2en well rnd 2ven thou hs
they do not pect much for.Cnr.=inmas they
'will do £ll we can to cizér oursalves up'

Zgyot, to iss ©
<glyiend.
ionge to be home.

._E.J'.;--' ..'.l...l-'.:- :'E‘.I::".,

s Al=zyondria,

g, 50 Feunth-y-felin,
ing fine, Yut

LETTER from Alfred  Dutton/ at Ras—el-Tin

£ilitary Hospital, e
at sHEolyhzad/. ZSays that
were rescued by the Imkes
on thz 17 rMarch after 12 w
Hopes to be home soon.

LETTER from Alfred

Ras-el-Tin i itarr Eos3it
Bgyot to_Ethel /Hughesz, 50 2
nﬂlyheg_j Eopes thet she

razori of the rescue. GSay
and hop:s to return hom= a
TZLEGRAN from /Alfred/Iutt

Mex/aniria/ to [Zthel]
f=lin, Holyhead, Hzads: 'E
Union Club Alexandriza!

TLLIGRAN from /Ethel/ Eugh
/A1fred/ Dutton at the Uni

ria to IZ+ihel Euches,
he End his comrades
o dWestninister

e

eks cartivity.

Eﬁ:tng? o T Ward

Ll, Alexandria,
orth-—{elin,
has szen the
g8 that he is well
as possible.

ton at the Union Qub
Eughes, 50 Forth-y-

escued wall reply

es &t Holyhsad, ®©
on Club Alax{nhdr1§?

Egypt. Reads: 'Indeseribable delight all

well love Hughes!

JETTEL from Alfred Luttion
Eall to liiss ®ihel Hughes,
Holyhead, Szys that he is

and hopes to arrive for -Saster.
ivors wersz sa2nt home by a

that 23 sury
Hospitzl rhip.

T r

aboard S Trafford
50 Porth-y-Telin,
on his way home
sentions

TELIGRAM from AlSred Tut-on at Levonnort to

ﬁinel ~uinp s 50 Porth-y-I
Heads: nt“'Vﬂd hera safa
asrive Eolvherd 9.57 :
Alf.?

zlin, Holyhead,
ani well 4will

v today fondest lowve



LY j?§1§?- Azril 22

52 1916 laren

53 ZF?1§ Aug. 1§?

s /[1919 Aug. 16

TILEGRA! from /illie at Chester to Eughes,

0 Porthylzlin, - 1j nead. Seads
Alfred «ill arriva 4.55 tlecs

=
{3 e

ome by mail!

ELEGEAN fvom Alfred Tutton at Chesier to
Eth2l Hughee, GO Porth ¥ falin, Dolyhead,
azads: 'Alf covinz hom= today 5 ock!

iZ.R from R. =z. dobarts, holrhead Chronicle,
1L Kingz Road, Holynesd, to A. Dutzson. States
tiict he iz returning the diary zné th nks
the rechgirvient for lending is.

CLzY LIMR from 2. 4. Trott at The Fanor
House, isnton, Cheshire 4o Alfred Dutton

at Holyhead. ©States .kat tha Duke is touched
oy the wish of the survivors o the "ara

to malke him a presantation but sinee the

ke iz =224il1l1 un'ar pi itery discicline it
would be contrary to rules, and that since
this iz the casz it would ba better if the
presentation wne mads after the war.

TTIJTAELE of the wisit of Tara survivors to
Sgisnten Grenve Cheshire the home of tha
Iuke of Testministar,

JIt was here that the survivors presented
the ke with a silver araoursd car mounted
on & silver carcket.

NEWISPAPER FHCTOGRAFH taken at Saighton
Grange, Ches:iire when the survivors of the
Tara pre* arntad the Duke of “Westministcer with

a silver casket.

L =R Gwatkin Williams, Duke of Jestminister,
Capv. =. B« Tanner, Lady tary Grosvenor.

jfh the backercund 2nd from left is Alfred
Lutton, .
FROGRAIE of a concert. Lﬁﬁ other detaiké?.

EURDLE [Tg? of envelopes addressed to Alfred
Duttion.




